
!e Twinsburg Tribune, May 2013 2

AYSO VIP Program kicks into sixth year
by Mark Hersch

Children with disabilities face many 
challenging situations, often on a daily ba-
sis. Scotte Rorabaugh is working hard to 
make sure they face one less such situation 
– at least on the soccer field. Rorabaugh, 
a!ectionately known as “coach,” heads up 
the American Youth Soccer Organization’s 
(AYSO) VIP program, which provides 
a quality soccer experience for children 
whose physical or mental disabilities pre-
vent them from successful participation 
in mainstream soccer.

Sponsored nationally by AYSO, Rora-
baugh and another parent (who has since 
moved out of state) started the local pro-
gram in the fall of 2007. 

“It’s meant to follow the AYSO guide-
lines, which is for each player to have fun 
while playing, be part of a soccer team, 
understand the fundamentals of the game, 
become more physically fit and make 
friends,” Rorabaugh said. “"e first year 
we did it, we had maybe 12 to 15 kids; 
this year we had 26 kids participating in 
the indoor season, so the program has 
grown.” 

"e program, which meets Saturday 
mornings, stresses skill development for 
the first half and then develops into a 
loosely structured game for the second 
half. "ere is both an indoor and an out-
door season. "e indoor season, played at 

the Pinnacle Sports Complex in Twins-
burg, usually begins in late February and 
runs through early April. "e outdoor 
season, played at Glenmeadow Park, 
also in Twinsburg, usually begins in late 
August and runs through early October. 

“It’s a very rewarding program for the 
kids. Most of them are, by the nature of 
the situation, very introverted, and this 
program allows them to make friends,” 
Rorabaugh said. “Plus, it allows them to 
be part of a team, which is very impor-
tant to them. It’s also rewarding for the 
families.”

T02 AYSO VIO
Since its founding in 2007, Twinsburg’s AYSO VIP program has grown each year, giv-
ing local kids with disabilities the chance to learn and play the sport of soccer alongside 
their peers.

One of the components of the VIP 
program is the buddy system, which pairs 
students with disabilities with typical 
peers. "e buddy is physically with each 
player on the field the entire time. "ey 
help the players understand what to do 
and where to be. “Our buddies range 
in age from 10 to 18, are volunteers 
and most of then have been with us for 
several years, and I know they get a lot 
out of the program. We’ve been lucky in 
that we get good kids to come out and 
help,” he said.

"e players, who range in age from 6 
to 16, come from a variety of local com-
munities, including Akron, Streetsboro, 
Sagamore Hills, Stow, Aurora, Chagrin 
Falls and Twinsburg. 

“I would say about two thirds of the 
kids that are in the program have been 
with us for five years, and my son, Walker, 
now 12 has been a member since day 
one,” Rorabaugh said.  “We’ve been very 
fortunate the Twinsburg AYSO, includ-
ing President Brett Harney, has been very 
supportive. "e program has grown every 
year and we’re going to continue to do it as 
long as the people want it, and that’s very 
rewarding to me both as a parent and an 
administrator. We’ve been pretty blessed 
in that we have a good group of people 
who continue to help, and we couldn’t do 
it without them.”

If you are interested in helping or being 
a buddy or can o!er a corporate sponsor-
ship or donation, call Scotte Rorabaugh 
at 330-688-9593, or email him at vip@
twinsburgsoccer.com.  #
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Wood or Vinyl Gazebos
Skirted Decks

Elevated Decks
Low Maintenance Decks

Free In-Home Estimates330.468.3476
www.KlassicDecks.com


